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TABLET

DRUG NEWS
OxyNEO® (oxycodone controlled release)
10, 15, 20, 30, 40, 60 & 80 mg tablets
Purdue Pharma (not currently a benefit of ODB)
OxyNEO, a reformulated controlled-release form of
OxyContin®, is intended to reduce abuse, tampering and
misuse. The new tablets are harder to cut, chew, break or crush
and form a viscous gel upon contact with water making it
more difficult to abuse by snorting or dissolving the tablet to
administer by injection. OxyNEO replaces OxyContin
(which was recently discontinued by the manufacturer).

•

OxyNEO should not be taken by patients with swallowing
difficulty or in patients with narrowing of the esophagus.
OxyNEO should not be administered via nasogastric,
gastric or other feeding tubes. Doing so may cause
obstruction of the tubes.
Patients with known or suspected bowel obstruction,
stricture or any disease or condition that affects bowel
transit should not take OxyNEO.

•

•

Gelnique® (oxybutynin Cl) 10% Gel
Watson Pharma (not currently a benefit of ODB)

OxyNEO is available in fewer strengths than OxyContin (e.g.
the 5, 120 and 160 mg strengths are not available in the
reformulated product). As with OxyContin, OxyNEO must
be swallowed whole, not chewed, crushed or broken. If the
integrity of the tablet is disturbed and administered, rapid
release and absorption of the tablet may occur, potentially
resulting in a fatal dose of oxycodone.

Gelnique is a topical gel indicated in adults for the treatment
of overactive bladder with symptoms of urge urinary
incontinence, urgency and frequency. The transdermal gel
avoids first-pass gastrointestinal and hepatic metabolism and
is absorbed directly into the bloodstream through intact skin.
It is thus less likely to cause dry mouth, constipation and
drowsiness compared to oral oxybutynin.

Other important points to note about OxyNEO are as follows:
• OxyNEO tablets are bioequivalent to OxyContin when
given in equal doses; however the peak concentration is
slightly higher and the time to reach peak levels is slightly
delayed. Although this is not expected to be clinically
significant, some patients may perceive the new tablets to
be less effective or may experience more adverse effects.
• It is very important NOT to pre-soak, lick or otherwise wet the tablet prior to placing it in the mouth. The
gummy gel that forms once the tablet is wet makes the
tablets more difficult to swallow and increases the chance
of choking, gasping and regurgitation of the tablet.
Therefore, OxyNEO tablets should be taken one tablet at
a time (if the patient is taking multiple tablets at once).
After placing the tablet in the mouth the patient should
IMMEDIATELY follow with sufficient water to ensure
complete swallowing.

The precautions, warnings and contraindications are as for
oral oxybutynin. Concomitant use of Gelnique with alcohol
may increase the incidence of drowsiness and use with other
anticholinergics may increase the severity of dry mouth,
constipation, blurred vision and other anticholinergeric effects
(e.g. slowed gastrointestinal motility).
Adverse effects: dry mouth (6.9%), local skin reactions (1.82.1%), headache (1.5%), dizziness (1.5%), constipation (1.3%).
Dose, Administration & Availability: Immediately after
opening, the content of 1 pouch is applied to dry intact skin
on the abdomen, upper arms/shoulders or thighs once daily
(avoiding exposure to recently shaved skin or areas with
eczema, seborrhea or psoriasis). Open flames and smoking
close to the application site should be avoided. Gelnique is
supplied in cartons with 30, 1 gram single dose packets.
(Refer to the product monographs for complete information)
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